
Finding & assigning the 
appropriate blood 
disorder diagnoses



Anemia associated with …
Per the Guidelines [Section I.C.2.c.1]:
When admission/encounter is for management of an anemia associated with 
the malignancy, and the treatment is only for anemia, the appropriate code for 
the malignancy is sequenced as the principal or first-listed diagnosis followed 
by the appropriate code for the anemia (such as code D63.0).

Per the Guidelines [Section I.C.2.c.2]:
When the admission/encounter is for management of an anemia associated 
with an adverse effect of the administration of chemotherapy or 
immunotherapy and the only treatment is for the anemia, the anemia code is 
sequenced first  followed by the appropriate codes for the  neoplasm and the 
adverse effect (T45.1X5-).



Benefit Policy Manual
Vitamin B-12 injections are considered specific therapy only for the following 
conditions:

• Specified anemias: pernicious anemia, megaloblastic anemias, macrocytic 
anemias, fish tapeworm anemia;

• Specified gastrointestinal disorders: gastrectomy, malabsorption 
syndromes such as sprue and idiopathic steatorrhea, surgical and 
mechanical disorders such as resection of the small intestine, strictures, 
anastomosis and blind loop syndrome, and

• Certain neuropathies: posterolateral sclerosis, other neuropathies 
associated with pernicious anemia, during the acute phase or acute 
exacerbation of a neuropathy due to malnutrition and alcoholism. 



Benefit Policy Manual (cont.)
… For a patient with pernicious anemia caused by a B-12 deficiency, 
intramuscular or subcutaneous injection of vitamin B-12 at a dose of from 100 
to 1000 micrograms no more frequently than once monthly is the accepted 
reasonable and necessary dosage schedule for maintenance treatment.  More 
frequent injections would be appropriate in the initial or acute phase of the 
disease until it has been determined through laboratory tests that the patient 
can be sustained on a maintenance dose.
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