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Z Code Guideline 
Z codes are for use in any healthcare setting. Z codes 

may be used as either a first-listed (principal diagnosis 

code in the inpatient setting) or secondary code, 

depending on the circumstances of the encounter. 

Certain Z codes may only be used as first-listed or 

principal diagnosis.  

Section I.C.21.a 
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Status Code Guidelines 
Status codes indicate that a patient is either a carrier of 

a disease or has the sequelae or residual of a past 

disease or condition. … A status code is informative, 

because the status may affect the course of treatment 

and its outcome. A status code is distinct from a history 

code. The history code indicates that the patient no 

longer has the condition. 

Section I.C.21.c.3) 
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Status Code Guidelines 
A status code should not be used with a diagnosis code 

from one of the body system chapters, if the diagnosis 

code includes the information provided by the status 

code. For example, code Z94.1, Heart transplant status, 

should not be used with a code from subcategory T86.2, 

Complications of heart transplant. The status code does 

not provide additional information. 

Section I.C.21.c.3) 



5 | Title of Presentation 

Z79.- Category Guidelines 
Assign a code from Z79 if the patient is receiving a medication 

for an extended period as a prophylactic measure (such as for 

the prevention of deep vein thrombosis) or as treatment of a 

chronic condition (such as arthritis) or a disease requiring a 

lengthy course of treatment (such as cancer). Do not assign a 

code from category Z79 for medication being administered 

for a brief period of time to treat an acute illness or injury 

(such as a course of antibiotics to treat acute bronchitis). 

Section I.C.21.c.3) 


